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proven that the uncontrollable “amateur” is a 
much greater danger than the partly controllable 
“professional”). Besides: suppression and police 
action are the methods of totalitarian régimes. 
In democracies, we use education, or we should 
use it. Furthermore, suppression has invariably 
failed. There is more venereal disease now than 
ever. It is time to use a new and more courageous 
approach: education to learn prevention and to 
develop a greater sense of responsibility in the 
exercise of personal liberty. . . . 
Harry Benjamin, M.D. 

New York City. 


FOREIGN LANGUAGES IN 
SCHOOLS 


Sir: Mr. Steigman of the New York High 
School of Music and Art, in a Mercury article 
[“What Ails Our High Schools?”, May 1946] 
. . . opposes teaching languages to our high 
school students. He accuses language teachers of 
propagandizing a subject which is really for the 
select few, forgetting how few and how select 
are the high school students who ultimately turn 
out to be musicians and artists. 

Educators from thirty nations gathered at 
Endicott, according to the New York Times of 
August 21, “declared that the atomic age made 
it imperative that people everywhere understand 
each other.” Members of the U. S. delegation 
particularly suggested that “Americans should 
study either Spanish or French as their second 
language.” It was brought out that “the schools 
in this country are paying less attention to mod- 
ern languages than any land in the world.” 
Lastly, “international conferences such as are 
being held in Paris and at Endicott show the 
need of a greater appreciation of foreign lan- 
guages.” 

The Endicott delegates were not language 
teachers, interested in furthering their own sub- 
ject. They came from many countries and from 
every branch of the educational profession. 

The nineteenth century mentality whereby 
America was bounded on the east by the At- 
lantic, on the west by the Pacific, on the north 
by another English-speaking country, and on 
the south by a few foreigners unworthy of our at- 
tention is rapidly giving way to the realities of a 
global world in which English does not suffice. 
The lesson of the war, with its desperately in- 
tensified Army Language courses, has been too 
easily forgotten by America’s Steigmans. All 
American students need foreign languages, which 
are effectively imparted not for two years at the 
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rate of three hours a week, but the European 
way — for four, six, and even eight years, from 
elementary school to college. 

Marto A, Par 
New York City. 


SENATOR CLAUDE PEPPER 


Str: May I express my pleasure in that brilliant 
October [1946] cover? The caricature of Pepper 
is a stroke of genius. I have heard Pepper speak — 
one of the slickest political orators of our time — 
and I have followed his career with high hopes 
and, more recently, with dismay. Fred Rodell’s 
article adds to my dismay over Pepper’s incredi- 
ble wrong-headedness on American foreign policy, 

But the article also adds substantially to my 
already considerable admiration for THe Amerr 
can Mercury's forthright, far-sighted editorial 
policy. 


Ann Arbor, Mich. 


FRANKLIN C, WaLLace 


CANADIANS AND AMERICANS 


Sir: As a former Buffalonian who served sev- 
eral years in the Canadian Army, I would like to 
take issue with a characteristic Canadian view, 
expressed as follows by Akeley Mitchell [“*Canada 
As a World Power,” July 1946]: “Whether they 
like it or not, Canadians, through radio, press and 
films, know almost as much about America 
as any resident of Buffalo. In contrast, the average 
American knows little about Canada .. .” 

It is true that Americans are deplorably obtuse 
and ignorant about Canada. The Canadians are 
quite right to resent it and to belabor us for it. 
But I am not so sure about sheir understanding of 
us. 

Many Canadians are too uncritically favorable 
to everything American. Plenty of others go to 
the opposite extreme. In any event, the clichés 
and over-simplifications about the States— 
legends founded on fact — which are so prevalent 
amongst Europeans, also work overtime if 
Canada. No doubt Hollywood, the radio and 
week-end visits to Seattle, Detroit and Buffalo 
have produced too much “little knowledge” — 
taken from the context. 

It is a truism that one must live in a country 
“to get the feel of it.”” One has a head start for 
understanding Canada if he lives in Fort Erie, 
Ont. rather than across the Peace Bridge in 
Buffalo, N. Y. And vice versa. 

Ropert G, FLersHem 
New York City. 
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ETHEL MERMAN, star of the musical 
comedy world, relaxes with EQMM. 


ES, ELLERY QUEEN’S MYSTERY 

MAGAZINE is edited for people who, 
even in their lighter literary moments, 
demand “I. Q.”’ in their reading. It’s the 
magazine not only of crime-story connois- 
seurs, but of all readers who enjoy exciting, 
fast-moving detective stories provided 
they are well written. 


EQMM is really quite unique in its field. 
Whoever heard, for instance, of a mystery 
magazine that boasts stories by W. Somer- 
set Maugham, Mark Twain, Theodore 
Dreiser, H. G. Wells, James Hilton, and 
others of their literary calibre? Only Eliery 
Queen could have uncovered and published 
their little-known crime classics! 


Again, whoever heard of a mystery maga- 
zine able to gather into its pages the best 
stories of practically a// the modern mas- 
ters of mystery — such writers as Dashiell 
Hammett, Agatha Christie, John Dickson 
Carr, Cornell Woolrich, Dorothy L. Sayers, 


CHRISTOPHER MORLEY, famed author, 
editor and critic, is an EQMM fan. 


Georges Simenon, Percival Wilde and 
others equally famous? Only ELLERY 
QUEEN’S MYSTERY MAGAZINE! 


And finally, whoever heard of a mystery 
magazine that could draw the huzzas of so 
many critical and discriminating minds — 
men and women like Joseph Wood Krutch, 
Raymond Gram Swing, Carl and Mark 
Van Doren, Major Alexander de Seversky, 
Amy Loveman, Edward L. Bernays and 
Dr. A. S. W. Rosenbach — to say nothing 
of Xavier Cugat and Gypsy Rose Lee! 


The explanation is that ELLERY QUEEN’S 
MYSTERY MAGAZINE is more than good 
reading — it’s an intellectual game that 
thrills, chills and mystifies. It challenges 
while it entertains . . . stimulates while it 
relaxes ... stirs the imagination while it 
provides happy escape. Try it for yourself 
— see for yourself! Buy the current issue 
at your newsstand today, or mail the 
subscription coupon at once. 


ELLERY QUEEN’S MYSTERY MAGAZINE 


r 5 : 
a 
| 
¢ 
+ 
‘ 
AT YOUR NEWSSTAND ' 
EVERY MONTH , Name 
OR : Address 
FILL OUT AND MAIL a City... 
' 


THIS COUPON 


ELLERY QUEEN’S MYSTERY MAGAZINE 
570 Lexington Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 


I'll try your intellectual game! Send me Ellery Queen’s 
Mystery Magazine every month. I enclose 0 $3.00 
for one year 1) $5.00 for two years. 
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